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King Charles III looked like a man struggling with the gravity of change. 


It was Friday, just 24 hours after his beloved mumma, Queen Elizabeth II, passed away inside Balmoral Castle in 
the Scottish Highlands. Though she was 96, news of her death catapulted the world into paroxysms of grief. It was 
like discovering the sun had gone out. The longest-serving British monarch in history, she reigned for 70 years. 


She was all we knew. As a crestfallen Justin Trudeau pointed out: "She was our Queen for almost half of Canada's 
existence." 


On Friday, just after 1 p.m. ET, King Charles IIl appeared on TV screens around the planet to deliver his first 
address via a recorded video. 


"| speak to you today with feelings of profound sorrow," he said, stiffly attired in a black suit and black tie, a jubilant 
photo of Elizabeth on his desk. "Throughout her life, Her Majesty the Queen, my beloved mother, was an 
inspiration, an example, to me and to all my family. And we owe her the most heartfelt debt any family could owe to 
their mother - for her love, affection, guidance, understanding and example." 


It's telling he used "example" twice. 

What kind of King will Charles be? What example will he set? 

There were some clues, though not enough yet for Sherlock Holmes to solve the case. King Charles knows 
sovereign success means he must duplicate what his mother achieved for seven decades with grace and poise: 
"As the Queen herself did with such unswerving devotion, | too now solemnly pledge myself, throughout the 
remaining time God grants me, to uphold the constitutional principles at the heart of our nation." 

But doing so will require King Charles to bury his former self and be reborn as something he never was: neutral 
and apolitical. If you held a gun to my head, | couldn't tell you if the Queen was a closet Marxist or if she read 
QAnon conspiracies to her corgis at night. 


| couldn't tell you any of her opinions because she never shared any. 


It was all about duty and service. In this polarized age, she was a blank slate. 


Page 2 of 3 
Will Charles be the Activist King? 


King Charles is not. There are a lot of Black Spider scribblings on that slate. He was an eco-warrior long before the 

term existed. His philanthropic work, including the Prince's Trust, which he founded in 1976, has helped more than 
one million underprivileged young people. From architecture to endangered species, organic farming to reducing 
fossil fuels, Charles has devoted his life to causes that will now vanish from his calendar at Buckingham Palace. 


To be king, he must become someone else. 


As he acknowledged on Friday: "My life will of course change as | take up my new responsibilities. It will no longer 
be possible for me to give so much of my time and energies to the charities and issues for which | care so deeply." 


Is this possible? How can anyone go from believing climate change is an existential threat to pretending it does not 
exist? During weekly meetings with his government, will Charles placidly nod, as his mother did, as his country 
twists in the turbulent headwinds of inflation, soaring energy costs, Brexit snafus and the ongoing war in Ukraine? 


Nothing in his 73 years suggests Charles can refrain from sharing his opinion. 


He inherits a kingdom very different from what was left of the postwar empire his mother started ruling in 1952. Her 
head of government then was Winston Churchill, on his second tour of duty. The current Prime Minister is Liz Truss, 
who started on Tuesday. 


It's almost as if the U.K. is now in the hands of interns. 
And all this uncertainty, all this change, means King Charles is now on a hot throne. 


His popularity has never matched that of his mother. His ugly divorce from the late Princess Diana still haunts the 
British psyche. Charles will wear the crown with more baggage than you'd find in a Samsonite factory. Now he is 
tasked with trying to keep his country from going sideways while his own family has nosedived into dysfunction, with 
sons William and Harry remaining on TMZ-grade bad terms. 


Then there is the pressure to keep modernizing the monarchy, to dovetail a millennium of archaic ritual and pomp 
and pageantry with the relentless changes of the 21st century. Bridging the past to the future will be a tricky path for 
King Charles. As will his embrace of the gossamer and ceremonial vagaries of what it means to be a Constitutional 
King, while fighting the urges in his DNA to be an Activist King. 


Over the past 70 years, nobody did a better job at their job than Queen Elizabeth did at her job. She was steadfast, 
endearing, delightful and, most important, inscrutable. 


On Friday morning, as he toured royal grounds with wife Camilla, now the Queen Consort, you could tell King 
Charles was trying to channel his mother's effortless charm. 


He looked less like a rookie King and more like a Hollywood star on the red carpet at Cannes. He slowed to behold 
the thousands of bouquets that mourners have left since Thursday. He glad-handed with loyal subjects, pausing to 
make small talk. He even granted one admirer a kiss request. It was a little jarring. If a commoner had tried to plant 
a smooch on George I, she would've ended up in the Tower of London. 

But King Charles III knows the world has changed. 


And if he is to succeed, so must he. 


Twitter: @vinaymenon 
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